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“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21, NIV).
It is interesting to notice that the Lord’s angel message to Joseph freed him from the dilemma of having to find a suitable name for a baby who will be entering the world some 40 weeks later. Joseph did not have to be in conflict with his mother-in-law and other family members about the issue of naming the baby. The name that the Lord’s angel provided to Joseph was a common name in that region; Joshua, which in Greek is Jesus and it means “the Lord saves.” But from what is the Lord saving us?
The author of the Book of Matthew connects the Lord’s salvation to Jesus’ genealogy. The reasons why this gospel’s writer starts his book with a genealogy is uncertain to us but what is apparent is that he wanted to establish that Jesus of Nazareth was a historical character whose lineage is linked to the founder of the Hebrew faith; Abraham and to the great liberator and unifier King David. The gospel writer for theological and memo technical reasons decides to divide the genealogy into three periods which encompasses about 2000 years. Genealogies were not uncommon in the Hebrew literature but what was rare was the mention of females. The author seems to be challenging the tradition by mentioning women in each of the three periods: Tamar (Genesis 38), Rahab (Joshua 2), Ruth (Ruth 3), Betsabe (2 Samuel 12), and Mary (Matthew 1). It is inspiring the fact the author includes in the genealogy of Jesus women from other countries, women with questionable character, and teenage pregnant women. The message is clear; Jesus is an authentic Israelite with royal blood but also a son of immigrants, a son of marginalized people and a son of an adolescent woman. It is precisely this mestizo son with a diverse cultural and ethnic background who is the hope for the reconciliation and revindication of God’s people. Therefore, we can ascertain that salvation comes from Mestizos.  
Since the beginning of the Christian religion the belief has been that Jesus of Nazareth as the Savior is the thread that connects humankind with the divine. He delivers us from toxics beliefs that hinder our personal growth and flourishing. He delivers us from oppressive societal structures that keep us in poverty. He delivers us from existential apathy and hopelessness. He delivers us from cosmic sins allowing us to reconcile with the Creator, the universe and the rest of creation. He delivers us from emotional and religious bondages that keep us prisoners within our own domains. He delivers us from evil cosmic forces reflected in many economic and political structures (Romans 8:37-38). He delivers us from religious oppression that disrupt the unfolding of the human potential (Romans 6:11-23). He delivers us from paralyzing fears of past, present and future (1 Corinthians 15). Therefore, we can rest assure that Jesus of Nazareth has saved us, is saving us and will continue to save us.              
This kind of salvation (soteria) it is not an ideology but a hopeful, freeing and transforming experience. This liberation (eleuteria) is holistic as it includes our body, mind, spirit, behaviors and relationships (Galatians 5; 2 Corinthians 3:17). This liberation implies that our Lord gives us again our voices and freedom of expression that were taken away by the power that be. In addition, this salvation empowers and reconnects us with self and others. The reawakening of this power by our God equips us to live a new humanity where justice, equality and liberty reign (1 Corinthians 4; 2 Corinthians 5). This redemption bring us a sense of peace which does not implies the absence of conflict and tensions but points toward internal harmony which is the result of the continues presence of the Holy Spirit (Romans 5; Hebrews 12). In essence, the salvation provided by Jesus of Nazareth frees us from the guilt and the power of sin. Therefore, we do not need to continue fighting among each other instead accepting and embracing one another with a compassionate and forgiving spirit (John 20:23). This salvation implies to put aside the verbal and physical violence which fuel dissentions and wars (Colossians 3). Forgiveness does not mean to ignore or erase the damage done by others but the loving act on the part of the victim who chooses to give up her or his right to seek vengeance by forgiving the perpetrator. This is the good news of salvation. 
Therefore, my friends and sojourners in this spiritual pilgrimage let us celebrate the coming of Jesus of Nazareth to this world but more importantly the coming of Jesus into your world and my world. It is my prayer and genuine desire that in this New Year we join efforts in the creation of a new humanity characterized by faith, hope and love. A humanity who bears testimony of the salvation that is taking place in our lives. A humanity expressing and making the Reign of God a reality on this earth. 

The author of the Gospel of Matthew emphasizes the phrase “kingdom of heavens” (basileia ton ouranon) referencing 32 times in this short book. This is a reign where power is shared and never used to oppress or rule over others. It is a power that allows us to embrace a lifestyle marked by grace and humility. “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The servant fell on his knees before him. Be patient with me, he begged, and I will pay back everything. The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. Pay back what you owe me! He demanded. His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, be patient with me, and I will pay you back.  But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. Then the master called the servant in. You wicked servant, he said, I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you? In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart” (Mathew 18:23-35, NIV).
Living according to the status of the reign of heavens is not impossible when we live within the waves of the Holy Spirit. We are biologically programmed to do good and to be ambassadors of the divine love because were created in the image of God. As interconnected and free human beings we can live an abundant life when are part of a healthy and supportive community. In this New Year let us use all our energies and God’s strengths to create a community where each member can be authentic, express his or her ideas and exercised the creative powers. A community within the context of a new humanity characterized by an ethical and ecological commitment to value solidarity and to embrace diversity.  What does Jesus saves us from? What does He is saving you from?
Peace, Feliz Navidad and a fulfilling 2008,
R. Esteban Montilla
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